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fcOn  leave  of  absence  in  Philippines 


FROM  THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 


Mrs.  Griffin  has  kindly  made  some  extracts  from 
Dr.  Griffin's  letters  which  will  interest  our  readers . 
We  are  glad  to  announce  that  Dr.  Griffin  will  finish 
his  work  in  the  Philippines  in  time  to  return  for  work 
at  Missouri  Valley  College  during  the  Summer  Quar- 
ter.    It  will  do  us  all  good  to  see  him  again. 

Extracts   from   Letters  Written  at  Manila, 
Bais  and  Monjoyod,  P.  I. 

I  arrived  in  Manila  on  August  3rd,  after  an  ocean 
voyage  of  thirty-one  days  from  San  Francisco.  The 
voyage  was  prolonged  by  delays  at  Honolulu;  at 
Midway  Islands,  where  we  stopped  to  land  supplies 
and  a  physician  for  the  fourteen  government  em- 
ployees at  the  cable  station  located  there ;  and  at  the 
Island  of  Guam,  to  which  place  freight  was  consigned. 

All  day  before  we  arrived  in  Manila  we  coasted 
along  among  these  beautiful  islands  and  entered  the 
bay  just  as  darkness  was  falling  (and  it  absolutely 
seems  to  fall  here  like  a  great  blanket).  Everyone 
remained  up  until  we  anchored,  then,  with  the  lights 
of  Manila  in  sight,  we  went  to  bed. 

The  next  morning  the  quarantine  boat  came  out  at 
six.  There  was  no  sickness  aboard,  so  before  long 
we  raised  anchor  and  slowly  worked  our  way  to  an 
anchorage  within  the  breakwater.  Before  the  doc- 
tor's boat  left  us  we  were  surrounded  with  launches, 
large  and  small,  which  remained  the  rest  of  the  morn- 
ing. Some  were  there  to  bring  husbands  to  meet 
wives ;  some  to  carry  passengers   ashore ;  some  for 
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simple  curiosity,  and  others  brought  those  who 
wished  merely  to  look  upon  those  fresh  from  "  God's 
country."     It  was  a  gay  and  interesting  sight. 

Meanwhile  the  Customs' Inspectors  had  come  aboard. 
All  firearms  found  in  the  baggage  of  passengers 
were  confiscated.  A  bond  of  three  hundred  dollars 
($300)  is  required  in  Manila  of  everyone  possessing 
firearms  to  insure  his  not  allowing  the  arms  to  pass 
out  of  his  possession.  When  the  school-teachers  first 
came  here  they  were  loaded  with  firearms  of  all  de- 
scriptions. After  a  time  a  large  number  of  these 
were  sold  to  the  natives,  who  used  them  against  the 
American  troops.  This  transfer  of  firearms  is  now 
stopped  by  the  bond. 

The  home  of  Prof.  Dean  C.  Worcester,  of  the  Phil- 
ippine Commission,  whose  guest  I  had  the  honor  of 
being  during  my  stay  in  Manila,  is  situated  well  out 
from  the  walled  city.  It  is  an  old  Spanish  mansion 
built  ninety  years  ago  by  the  English  Club  during 
the  latter  years  of  Spanish  rule.  Here  Englishmen 
and  Americans  gathered  to  complain  of  their  oppres- 
sion and  to  gather  sympathy  from  their  friends  and 
consolation  from  cooling  drinks.  The  Pasig  river 
passes  on  two  sides  of  the  house.  The  gallery  of  the 
sitting-room  almost  overhangs  the  river.  All  around 
the  house,  except  in  front  of  the  dining-room,  is  a 
gallery  which  adds  much  to  the  coolness  of  the  place. 
All  the  rooms  are  on  the  second  floor.  The  first,  or 
ground  floor,  is  open,  serving  only  to  support  the 
upper  story.  The  carriages  and  automobiles  are  kept 
down  there.  This  open  arrangement  below  is  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  house  dry  and  cool.     There  are  no 
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glass  windows  in  the  house,  and  no  such  window- 
shades  as  are  used  in  America.  Instead  of  windows 
are  large  lattices  which  slide  to  one  side,  leaving  a 
space  six  feet  wide  and  seven  feet  high  when  fully 
opened.  The  lattices  have  translucent  pieces  of  shell 
about  three  inches  square  set  in  them  instead  of  glass, 
which  allow  a  very  subdued  light  to  penetrate.  The 
floors  and  woodwork  are  all  of  molare,  a  hard  wood, 
which  is  as  beautiful  as  mahogany,  and  of  the  same 
color  when  properly  treated.  In  one  room  is  a  round 
table  about  eight  feet  in  diameter,  the  top  of  which  is 
made  of  a  single  plank  of  this  wood. 

The  new  laboratory  building  in  Manila  is  almost 
completed  for  the  Bureau  of  Government  Labora- 
tories. It  is  a  handsome  structure  of  steel  and  con- 
crete, following  somewhat  the  style  of  old  Spanish 
mission  architecture,  but  refined  and  modified.  It 
will  be  occupied  by  the  Botanical,  Zoological,  Chemi- 
cal and  Serum  Departments.  The  building  is  won- 
derfully well-planned,  and  the  best  I  have  seen  any- 
where. It  is  complete  in  itself,  having  steam  plant, 
gas  plant  (gas  is  made  b}T  dropping  cocoanut  oil  in  a 
red-hot  retort),  vacuum  and  pressure  plants.  Every 
room  is  completely  planned  for  its  special  purpose. 
In  addition  to  the  rooms  for  the  various  departments 
of  government  work  there  are  several  rooms  for  the 
accommodation  of  visiting  scientists. 

A  word  about  the  American  teachers  in  these 
islands  will  be  of  interest.  The  teacher  lives  alone 
in  a  town,  no  other  white  man  there,  and  in  some 
towns  not  even  a  Spaniard.  There  is  no  one  to  talk 
with,  nothing  to  do,  no  where  to  go.     It  takes  a  very 
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strong,  independent  man  to  live  as  teacher  in  these 
towns,  one  who  has  work  of  his  own  and  an  absorb- 
ing interest  in  that  work.  The  teachers  here  are 
strong  and  manly,  and  enduring  much.  I  have  visited 
two  of  the  schools.  The  children  made  a  good  show- 
ing in  reading,  spelling,  object  lessons  and  geography. 
All  the  work  is  done  in  English. 

At  the  end  of  another  ten  years  of  peace  and  work 
Americans  will  be  surprised  by  the  progress  made  by 
these  people  in  reading  and  speaking  the  English 
language. 

After  January  i,  1906,  it  is  to  be  the  official  language 
of  courts  and  records  in  the  islands. 

A    FIESTA. 

This  is  the  annual  celebration  of  the  day  of  the 
patron  saint  of  the  town.  Every  town  is  supplied 
with  one ;  that  of  Bais  is  Saint  Nicolas,  whose  day 
is  the  tenth  of  September.  The  Fiesta  at  Bais  was, 
before  the  revolution,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  islands, 
and  is  still  one  of  the  best,  though  everyone  in  Bais  is 
very  poor  now.  This,  with  the  political  troubles, 
prevents  the  celebration  being  what  it  once  was. 

The  celebration  commenced  in  the  afternoon.  The 
school  children  marched  up  and  down  the  streets, 
singly  or  in  bands,  proudly  carrying  farroles,  or  paper 
lanterns,  on  the  ends  of  bamboo  poles,  torch  fashion. 
These  lanterns  were  all  shapes  and  sizes,  constructed 
of  figured  or  colored  paper  on  a  bamboo  frame-work, 
each  child  making  his  own  according  to  his  fancy. 
The  lantern  in  chief  use  was  one  built  to  represent 
the  American  eagle. 
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Iti  the  evening  there  was  a  parade  which  marched 
around  the  square.  All  the  farroles  had  candles  in 
them  then,  and  it  made  the  most  beautiful  evening 
parade  imaginable.  The  American  eagle  was  mounted 
on  the  longest  pole  and  was  carried  in  a  carromata 
drawn  by  a  water  buffalo.  The  horns  of  the  buffalo 
were  wrapped  in  white  cloth  and  had  tassels  at  the 
ends.  About  the  middle  of  the  animal  was  a  broad 
band  of  white  cloth.  The  carromata  was  decorated 
with  leaves  and  flowers.  The  eagle  occupied  the 
place  of  honor  just  in  front  of  the  band.  There  were 
bands  of  several  sizes  and  kinds  there.  One  band  of 
small  boys  had  flutes  and  piccolos  made  of  bamboo. 

The  second  day  of  the  Fiesta  began  before  day- 
break by  the  bands  marching  around  town  to  awaken 
the  people  with  their  music.  No  one  is  supposed  to 
sleep  during  the  Fiesta  and  it  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
band's  duties  to  keep  every  one  awake.  At  daylight 
salutes  were  fired  from  small  mortars,  making  a  noise 
like  our  anvils  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  Bunches  of 
firecrackers,  large  and  small,  wrere  popping  con- 
tinually. 

About  nine  o'clock  the  service  at  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  was  held.  The  mass  was  preceded  by  a 
procession  of  all  the  congregation  around  the  plaza. 
Everyone  carried  a  lighted  candle.  The  women  of 
the  congregation  went  first,  headed  by  the  altar  boys 
carrying  crosses  and  censors.  At  about  the  middle 
of  the  procession  were  a  shrine  and  image  of  Saint 
Nicolas,  mounted  on  wheels  and  drawn  by  six  or 
eight  men.  It  was  profusely  decorated  and  lighted 
by  many  candles.     Behind  this  marched  the  priest 
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and  choir,  then  the  more  aristocratic  of  the  women 
and,  finally,  the  men.  After  the  procession  returned 
to  the  church  mass  was  celebrated. 

In  the  afternoon  there  were  races  of  various  sorts, 
acrobatic  performances  and  other  athletic  feats  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  people. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  dance  at  the  Tribunal 
which  lasted  until  four  in  the  morning.  This  ended 
the  second  day  and  began  the  third  of  the  Fiesta. 

After  six  in  the  morning  there  was  no  use  trying 
to  sleep,  for  the  small  boy  was  out  shooting  cannon 
crackers  under  our  window,  and  a  crowd  was  as- 
sembled a  short  way  off  watching  boys  climb  a 
greased  pole.  During  the  afternoon  the  acrobats 
went  through  their  performance  again.  It  consisted 
of  very  elementary  exercises  on  the  double  rings, 
horizontal  bar  and  tight  rope,  but  when  it  is  con- 
sidered how  little  of  such  things  these  men  have  seen 
and  how  little  practice  they  have  had,  they  showed 
remarkable  aptitude.  This  is  the  history  of  the  great 
Bais  Fiesta. 

The  governor  of  Mindow  has  written  me  that  there 
are  many  nautilus  shells  there,  so  I  am  going  there. 
My  schedule  for  the  next  three  months  will  be  :  Octo- 
ber 24  to  November  7,  Bantayan,  where  the  pearl 
fisheries  are  located ;  November  8  to  23,  Monjoyod ; 
November  24  to  31,  Dumaguete  and  Ginatilan;  De- 
cember 1  to  January  1,  Siquijor ;  January  1  to  Febru- 
ary 1,  Mindow. 

Lawrence  E.  Griffin. 
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